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Our objective

That policy, strategy and practice for all nuclear 
waste and legacy issues has the interests of local 
authorities as a central concern, leading to the 
best possible outcomes for the communities they 
serve



UK nuclear sites



• UK one of the first nuclear nations 
– 1940s

• Little thought for decommissioning 
or environment in the past –
better now.

• UK nuclear liability now £132Bn! 
(Public Accounts Committee, 2020)

• Nuclear Decommissioning 
Authority (NDA) - £3Bn p.a.

• Current nuclear stations will all 
close in next 15 years

• Sector supports over 60,000 jobs

Nuclear in numbers



• Energy Act 2004
• Public Services (Social Value) Act 2012: 

Procurement
• Nuclear Sector Deal (2018)
• NDA Local Economic and Social Impact 

Strategy (2020)
• Decommissioning and Waste Policy 

review (2021)
• NDA reform, Magnox decommissioning 

and Proportionate Regulatory Control
• Energy White Paper (2020): New 

nuclear including Small Modular 
Reactors (SMRs) and fusion

The policy environment



‘The NDA should be more 
transparent about its current and 
future plans with the local 
communities surrounding its 17 
sites to strengthen public 
accountability and make clear the 
socioeconomic impact of its 
planned activities.’

UK Parliament (Public Accounts 
Committee) 2020



Examples



Sellafield: the biggest challenge



• Heart of UK nuclear industry
• 27,000 jobs in Sellafield and supply 

chain
• Huge concentration of skills and 

technological expertise
• Major challenges in decommissioning 

Sellafield
• Need an integrated approach to a ‘Net 

Zero’ future:
• Decommissioning 

technologies
• New nuclear including 

fusion
• Renewables and 

hydrogen/energy storage

Cumbria nuclear prospectus



Cumbria net zero vision



Berkeley Green Campus



Scrabster harbour



• Welcome NDA response on Social 
Value, Sustainability, Net Zero 
Carbon 

• Covid recovery a priority
• Local supply chain and skills
• Add value through partnership 

projects with others 
• Community Benefits

• Social License to operate
• Example of renewables, 

fracking, etc

Social Licence to Operate



• Nuclear clean up  is a £132Bn, 120 
year mission – must ‘Add Value’ 
wherever possible

• Need integrated and intergenerational 
thinking on economic, social and 
environmental benefit 

• Develop tailored, local approaches -
links to local economic, carbon and 
sustainability strategies

• Involve nuclear communities in 
shaping a vision

• Decommissioning connected to the 
future options for sites: New nuclear, 
renewables, other

• Municipalities are key partners

Conclusions
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